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Welcome to our first newsletter 

for 2023. 

We have had a great start to the 

year and welcome all our        

newcomers. Miss Emily, our new 

teacher who has moved down 

from the Northern Territory,      

Anastasia who has come from 

Sydney, Ella, Matilda, George and 

Cooper who have all started      

Pre-school.  

The new  year has seen a new 

look to our learning areas with 

our students being more engaged 

in hands on practical learning 

complimenting the explicit   

teaching they have.  

Hands on learning encourages 

talking, reading, thinking and 

writing. Through this, your child 

sees literacy and numeracy as 

part of their everyday experience.  

Practical, problem solving builds 

students curiosity and allows 

them to experiment, question, 

discover and problem-solve.  

They develop the confidence to 

try new things and take safe risks 

trusting themselves. By asking 

them questions starting with: 

Who? What? Where? How? 

When? Or, I wonder… we are 

getting them to think more  

deeply about their learning. This 

is something you can continue to 

do at home when you or your 

child is doing something. This in 

turn helps increase their          

vocabulary, communication and 

inquisitiveness. Photos of        

students in action are on display 

in our entry and also in the   

classroom.  

We have also introduced the 

Seesaw app to improve our  

communication and simplifying 

the sharing of information from 

class to home. If you have not 

signed up yet and / or have lost 

your specific link please contact 

your child's teacher. 

27th- 3rd March Swimming     

   lessons. School 

   age children  

   only. 

13th March  Adelaide Cup 

21st March  Harmony Day 

27th – 31st March School of the Air 

   School Camp at

   WAS. 

29th- 31st March Australian Space

   Discovery Centre

   at WAS. 

7th April  Good Friday 

10th April   Easter Monday 

14th April  Last day of term 

   Early dismissal 

   2pm  

Did you hear about the racing snail 
who got rid of his shell?   

He thought it would make him   
faster, but it just made him        
sluggish.  

Day 1 for our Pre-schoolers 



The Premier’s Reading Challenge is a        
literacy engagement program, that was      
introduced by the Premier in 2004 to          
encourage students to read more books and 
enjoy reading which improves  literacy levels. 

The Challenge requires students to read 12 
books between the beginning of the school 
year and early September. 

 

 

 

 

What needs to be done? 

 Complete the Student Reading Record 
with the title and author for each book. 
A parent, caregiver or teacher must sign 
off on each book to verify it has been 
read. 

 Pass on the completed Student     
Reading Record to the school’s     
Premier’s Reading Challenge            
coordinator. Which is your child’s  
teacher 

Our first day for our pre-schoolers was a big one both for 

the students and parents. Parents were invited to stay 

until fruit time to become familiar with the new            

environment and opportunities for their children. All of 

our ‘Kindy kids’ have settled in really well and are actively 

engaged in all learning. At times they are with the school 

students and there are other times where they have their 

own learning time.   

Last Tuesday we had an open afternoon after school 

where a number of parents took the opportunity to come 

into the classroom and have their children show them 

the work they have done and talk with the teachers. It 

was great to see all of the students so keen to show   

everyone the work they had done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governing Council AGM 

Thank you to all parents who were able to make it to our 

Governing Council AGM on Thursday February 16th. This 

had been postponed from Tuesday as we were unable to 

form a quorum. Fortunately we did have a quorum on 

Thursday with people joining via Teams and face to face. 

Thanks to all those who nominated and congratulations 

to Jen Hofmeier and Aiden Sczesny who were elected. 

Our Governing Council members are: 

Parent Reps: 

Tara Andrews, Billie Hirschausen, Danielle Sczesny,       

Jen Hofmeier, Aiden Sczesny. 

Community Reps:  

Scott Davey, Annette Capponi 

Principal:  

Ann O’Sullivan 

We will organise our first meeting and election of office 

holders within the next 2 weeks.  



Introducing Miss Emily 
Hello everyone! 

It has been an exciting time moving to Woomera and joining the team 

here at Woomera Area School. 

I have moved here from the Northern Territory with my three dogs, 

Stormy, Rex and Coco. 

I have been teaching for nearly 20 years and have spent 10 of those years 

teaching in the Barkly Region of the NT, most recently in a Community 

called Newcastle Waters. Newcastle Waters is just 3km off the Stuart 

Highway, almost exactly in the middle of Alice Springs and Darwin. Even 

though it is close to the highway, there was a causeway that would get flooded in the wet season. 

One time we were cut off for 8 weeks! Lucky I had a good supply of chocolate! 

I am originally from Adelaide and it is wonderful to now be living so close to my family. I am a Port 

Adelaide supporter and hope to get to many of their home games, as my mum, my sister and I love to 

go to the footy. 

But most weekends I will be here in Woomera - you might even see me out and about walking my 3 

little dogs! They will bark but they do try their best to be friendly. 

Positive Mindset in the Classroom 

Last week we started learning about the “Catastrophe Scale”, and how we can rate our problems as 

small, medium, big and catastrophes. We talked through how all problems have a solution, and who 

we can ask to help us solve different problems. 

Learning to identify and solve problems is laying the foundation for changing negative thinking 

patterns in our classroom. Removing the full stop after ‘I can’t.’ and replacing it with the word ‘YET’! 

We now have a Feelings Feedback display which collects tally marks based on what is said and heard 

in the classroom. We are learning to identify problems, without the negative complaints, and looking 

for ways to find solutions while doing our best to stay positive. 

We all learn best when our learning environment is both positive and supportive.  



This year we have started studying a unit  called 

“What about Woomera?”. We are exploring the 

history, the geography, and our personal connection 

to Woomera. Throughout this unit we will look at 

Woomera through several different subject lenses.  

We are studying the historical reasons for 

Woomera’s existence, how Woomera has changed 

since its start in 1947, and what living in Woomera 

has been like including unique rules to the town. 

We are examining the towns natural and manmade 

features and using this to develop mapping and 

instructional skills.  

We are using scientific skills, such as observation 

and prediction, to investigate the natural  

phenomena of Woomera including biodiversity, 

weather/climate, and human impacts.  

We are also considering unique Woomera objects, 

locations and features and using these 

considerations to inform Art and STEM projects, as 

well as other learning.  

While observing the natural environment around 

the school we discovered that mushrooms can 

grow in Woomera. We don’t know what species 

they are so we didn't taste them. We learnt that if 

we are not sure of a mushroom species we should 

not eat them just incase they are poisonous. 

We used whiteboards to map the school. These are 

called mud maps. They are not always exact but 

they show key landmarks in an area. We all think 

different things are important so our maps were all 

a bit different. 

Our model of Woomera—we included the rocket park, the 

police station, the school, Breen park and  the post office. 

Our Rocket park (left) has 

the museum, a big rocket, 

a plane, launcher and a 

little rocket (left to right). 

This is our school 

(right). We included 

the building, fruit 

and veggie garden, 

Gym and the cow 

out the front. 




