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Welcome to 2025!

As we step into 2025, [ am
thrilled to welcome you all to
another exciting year filled with
new learning opportunities. Our
commitment to fostering a
supportive and enriching
environment remains steadfast,
with a continued focus on
wellbeing and learner agency. We
are dedicated to developing
resilience in our learners,
encouraging them to set high
expectations for themselves.

This year, we are emphasising the
importance of understanding the
"Learning Pit"—a concept that
illustrates how struggling is an
integral part of the learning
process. It's normal to experience
setbacks before making progress,
and this journey ensures that our
students truly understand and
retain their learning.

Thank you to all the parents and 28th Feb Clean up Australia
family members who attended Day
our open afternoon. It was won-
derful to see you engage with 3rd March Student free day
your children's learning and Staff training,
have meaningful conversations “Brightpath”
with our teachers. Your involve- ;
ment is invaluable, and it was a il b Ere pulsleles Cup
pleasure to witness our students 12th March NAPLAN starts
thriving in their new learning
areas. 17th March St Patrick’s Day
21st March Harmony Week
27th March Governing Council
Meeting.
11th April Last day of term 1

Early Closure

2pm

Special thanks to those who
participated in our Annual
General Meeting of the
Governing Council. We extend
our gratitude to Jen Hofmeier

(Treasurer) and Aiden Sczesny Did you hear about the racing

e & &

(Chairperson) for their dedicated
service over the past two years.

This year, we welcome Troy :
Garland and Errin Hind as new He thought it would make

members. Our Chair is Justin him faster, but it just made
Bradbury, Secretary is Natasha him sluggish.

Garland, and Troy Garland will
serve as Treasurer. Other
members include Kim Bradbury,

snail who got rid of his shell?




Arran Rutgers, and Greg Baker-Moss, with
Emily Hubbert attending as a staff
representative. These individuals play a
crucial role in shaping the direction of our
school, and we thank them for their active
engagement.

Thank you to all families who have completed
the necessary forms for 2025. We are
preparing for the transition from EDSAS to
the new EMS operating system, with changes
commencing on March 4th. We appreciate
your cooperation during this transition.

We are also looking forward to our training
day in Andamooka on Monday, March 3rd,
where we will focus on the Brightpath writing
programme. This initiative promises to
enhance our teaching strategies and benefit
our students' learning experiences. Students
will not be attending school on this day.

Thank you once again for your continued
engagement and support. Together, we are
building a vibrant and successful school
community.

Warm regards,

Ann O'Sullivan Principal,
Woomera Area School

Clean Up %

It's hard to believe that what was started thirty-
five years ago, by lan Kiernan, AO, an "average
Australian"” who had a simple idea to make a
difference in his own backyard has now become
the nation's largest community-based
environmental event, held annually on the first
Sunday in March. Over 22 million Aussies have
stepped up over the years, pulled on their gloves
and donating their time to improve the
environment .

Our students will be taking part in clean up
Australia Day by cleaning up in our school
grounds.




Honesty
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We have been talking about our school values
and what we think each value means. We have
brainstormed how we can demonstrate our
values to others and what actions to look for
when other people around us are demonstrating
these values.

Saying the truth

Being truthful means not
lying

Be honest with your
friends and teachers

Trust

It is helpful to tell the
truth

. People will do what they
say they are going to do

It means acting truthfully S . Keeping promises

D People we trust help us feel
safe

. Being reliable

o You can trust people who
are honest with you

Respect
° Caring for others
° Showing kindness

° Treat others the way you want
to be treated

. Listening carefully

> Ny R Being considerate of others
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Currently we are learning about our environmental
footprints. We have explored where our rubbish
goes when we put it in the red bin and what
happens to our recycling when we put it in the
yellow bin.

We all drew pictures of what we believe happy
healthy environments look like and what they look
like when they are sad and sick.

We have also looked at water waste. Some of us
have assessed all the taps in the school for
evidence of dripping and leaks and the other
groups calculated how much water is wasted when
taps are left on.

We had 3 water speeds dripping, just flowing and
running hard. We had to measure the running tap

for only 2.5mins because our bucket was too small.

Even a tap left dripping can waste over 14 Litres of
water in a day!

We are all also working towards different goals in
maths. As we achieve our goals we celebrate by
receiving one of the footprint puzzle pieces to add
to the wall. We each have 5 footprints to earn. So
far three of us have achieved our first goal.
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Water Speed After 2.5mins After 5mins Litres per Hour Litres per Day
Dripping 50ml = 0.05L 0.6L/hr 14.4L/day
Flowing 1054ml = 1.54L 12.648L/hr 303.6L/day
Running 6680ml = 6.68L 13360ml = 13.36L 160.321?hr 3847.7L/day

ml + 1000 =L

Calculations a b x 12 = L/hour L/hourr x 24

ax2=b







What Does “Country “ mean?

Last year we developed our wonderful acknowledgement of country and this year we are planning to breathe
new life into by making it more meaningful to the students. Our new student is already picking up actions
and words with the younger children joining in enthusiastically and often volunteering to stand at the front

and lead it. All of the children are most enthusiastic with the animal signs often changing and verbalising the

animal they use.

It is an important part of the Australian Curriculum for students to understand the importance of Country/
Place to First Nations Australians and the Country/Place on which our school is located. It is also part of

social sciences curriculum that students recognise the features of familiar places they belong to, why some
places are special and how places can be looked after

Picture book, Country by Aunty Fay Muir, Sue Lawson and Cheryl Davison shows the wonder of Country
and guides us to culture, to story and to how to be. This beautifully illustrated picture book is a wonderful
reminder of the significance of Country and the role that we all play in caring for it. With gentle language
and simple text, the book takes the reader on a tour of all the things that make up Country; from songs and

stories to oceans and beaches. It concludes with the observation that “Country is all of us. Country is how we

behave, how we care for each other.”







