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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

We have started this term with a
variety of activities: the army
using our oval, visitors from the
Australian Science and Maths
School, removal and replacement
of asphalt and some kerbing in
our car park, road safety
awareness, ‘Walk to School’ day,
and the top dressing of our oval.
All this along with all the usual
routines and challenges of
learning which happen every day
in all areas of the school.

Our visitors from the Australian
Science and Maths School (ASMS)
were 30 year 10 students with 2
teachers who camped here for a
week. During that time they spent
time with students from our
school, Roxby Downs Area School
and Andamooka Primary School.
Our students had a great time
with them, building structures,
finding the DNA of strawberries,
making slime and learning about
Elephant’s toothpaste just to
name a few. Although both
groups of students were a little
nervous to start with after a few
minutes all students were really

engaged and learning so much
about science and working with
others. Feedback from the
students of ASMS was that they
had a wonderful time with our
students and really enjoyed the
experience.

The work in our carpark was
interesting and apologies for any
inconvenience. We are working
with SEG and Ventia to improve
communication so we can
highlight the areas of the school
which really need asphalt
replacement. Our oval has been
cored & top dressed and it will
start to get to a great, safe
resource to use regularly.

We also had our students out on
their bikes and scooters learning
and practising road rules as
although we do not have much
traffic here in Woomera these
are important skills for them all
to have.
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29 May-2 June Reconciliation

Week

29-30th May  Hockey Training

6th June CE Visit

7th June Grug
Performance
Pt Augusta

12 June Monarch's
Birthday

13th July Glow & Tell
Performance

Q Why was the baby strawberry
crying?

A: Because their parents were in a
jam!

Q: Why won’t peanut butter tell
you a secret?

A: He's afraid you will spread it!




In the next couple of weeks we are having a number

of visitors. These include Professor Martin Ma rti n Westwe"
Westwell our Chief Executive and Peter Kelly,

Deputy Chief Executive Schools and Preschools. Vi Sit

They will spend approximately 90 minutes with us

speaking with staff and students and discussing the

new education strategy and how our focus on Th u rSday

Wellbeing and Student Agency is benefitting our

teaching and learning at Woomera Area School. It is 6th Ju ne

unusual to have the opportunity to highlight what we
are doing and discuss how we can continue to
improve the teaching and learning for our students.

I will be away until June 17th and in that time Ms
Emily Hubbert will be in the role of Principal.
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Building a national picture of

child health

From May 2024, our school, along with
thousands of others across the country, will
participate in the Australian Early
Development Census (AEDC).

The AEDC is a teacher-completed census (Smilar o a

questiornaine) which pravides a comprehersive picture
af how chikiren have developad by e time they st
their first year of Sull-time =choal.

The AEDC is an Austratian Gavemment Initiative and is
conpleted nadonally every three years.

Chikdren don't miss ary class time while the AEDC is

completed, and parentsicarers don't need 1o supply
schoats with &ty new informasion.

Our Children
QOur Communities
Our Future

The data colected theough the AEDC is used by
=chools, communities and governments to better
understand children and families’ needs, and identify the
servioes, resources and support they need.

AEDC doria is reparied & a schod, community,
staleitesritory and rational level, AEDC results for
indnidual children are not reparted and the AEDC is not
usad &% an individual dagnastic fool.

Same teachers have found that the AEDC
made thern moee aaare of the needs of indvidusy
children and their class, and theyt the data was useful for
planning for transtions 1o Year 1 and developing
programs.

Paricipation in the AEDC is valuntary, however the
AEDLC refes on all schools with children in their first
year of full-ime school participating in the collection

Parents/ carers don’t need to take any action unless they choose not to include their children in the census. To find

out more about the AEDC and how it is being used to help children and families visit: www.aedc.gov.au If you have

any questions, you can contact Ann O’Sullivan on 86737287 or Ann.OSullivan777@schools.sa.edu.au
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In week three, 30 students and 2 teachers from
the Australian Maths and Science School (ASMS)
made an exciting visit to Woomera , camping at
the school and providing activities to the local
schools in

Woomera, Roxby Downs and

Andamooka as part of the Australian Science and

Mathematics Schools Curiosity in the Community
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On Tuesday, they provided a morning full of

engaging scientific activities and demonstrations.
The ASMS team organized a variety of hands-on
experiments and demonstrations to inspire and
educate the Woomera students.

The highlight of the visit was a captivating
demonstration of two versions of "elephant’s
toothpaste,"” a popular chemical reaction
experiment that produces a rapid expulsion of

foam. Woomera students were thrilled to watch.




In addition to the demonstration, the ASMS
students facilitated several practical activities,
working in groups of 3 to 4. These activities
included:

e DNA Extraction: Students learned about
genetics by extracting DNA from strawberries.

e Slime Making: A hands-on activity that
combined fun and learning, showing the
properties of polymers.

e Germ Transfer and Hand Washing:
Demonstrating the importance of hygiene
through simulated germ transfer experiments.

e Lemon Batteries: Exploring the principles of
electricity using lemons as power sources.

e Marshmallow and Spaghetti Towers:
Encouraging teamwork and engineering skills
as students built structures from simple
materials.

o Balloon Rockets: Teaching principles of
physics and propulsion with balloon-powered
rockets.

Among these activities, the slime making and

balloon rockets were the biggest hits, captivating
the interest and enthusiasm of the Woomera
students.

The visit was a tremendous success, fostering a
love for science and collaboration among the
students. The ASMS team’s enthusiasm and
innovative approach provided a memorable and
educational experience for everyone involved.
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An interactive light-filled storytelling
adventure.
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Blending the magic of light and simplicity of storytelling, students are placed at the centre of this
engaging interactive experience. Using UV light, in a custom-built tent, the classroom is
transformed into an intimate performance space, where stories and imagined worlds come alive
as glowing drawings appear on the walls and floor. Following the performance, students are
invited to create and illustrate their own stories in glowing UV light.







