PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

It has been an incredibly busy and
rewarding term at Woomera Area
School, filled with enriching
experiences and community
engagement.

We were delighted to welcome
the Defence Member and Family
Support (DMFS) team, who
provided insights and support to
our school community. A
heartfelt thank you to all the
Defence personnel who
participated in our "Do It for Dolly
Day." Your presence made the
day special, and we are grateful
to Ventia for their generous
donation of cupcakes, which
brought smiles to all our
students.

Our collaboration with the
Australian Maths and Science
School has been fruitful with our
students enjoying the
experiments with them and they
enjoyed the different experience
of staying in a remote location.
The SANFL footy clinic was a hit
with our students, promoting

physical activity, ball skills and
teamwork. National Walk to
School Day encouraged road
safety and healthy habits, while
our school photos captured
memories to cherish.

National Simultaneous Storytime
was a wonderful event, fostering
a love for reading among our
students. We also had the
pleasure of hosting David from
the RAA, who provided crucial
Street Smart information and
presentations, enhancing our
students' safety awareness.

A highlight of the term was our
day On Country out on the Range
with Senior Kokatha Lawman
Andrew Starkey and his team.
This experience allowed us to
witness ancient carvings on
rocks, revealing where to find
water, emus, and dingoes. It was
an incredible opportunity to
learn about our environment and
the Kokatha people, especially
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Q. What do you call it when a
snowman has a temper
tantrum?

A meltdown. P —

Q. Why are elevator jokes so
good?

A. Because they work on so
many levels.




during Reconciliation Week. Andrew has graciously
offered to support us in developing our outdoor
learning area, involving the local Kokatha community in
the planning and construction, including the selection
of plants. We eagerly anticipate building this connec-
tionand  deepening our understanding of the local
country.

Special thanks to Emily Hubbert for her outstanding
leadership in organising and leading the learning of
many of these events. Her dedication has been
instrumental in making this term a success.

Thank you all for your continued support and
involvement in our school community. We look forward
to more exciting opportunities and learning experiences
in the coming weeks.

Warm regards,

Ann O'Sullivan
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- Once again we are participating in the

~ Premier's Be Active Challenge. Our students
are always eager to get their bodies moving
and find fun ways to be healthy and happy!
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Walk Safely to School Day
May 16th




Austin's Butterilys

"Austin's Butterfly" is an inspiring story about a student named Austin who improves his butterfly
drawing through multiple drafts and peer feedback. This video highlights the importance of perseverance
and constructive critique, showing how students can achieve excellence through revision and support.
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Buildling i Stuckent

In science, we embraced the "Austin's Butterfly" approach by creating our own butterfly drawings.
Through multiple drafts and constructive peer feedback, we refined our work, demonstrating remarkable
growth . This process not only enhanced our observation skills but also fostered a supportive learning
environment, highlighting the value of perseverance and collaboration.

Arlo Lachlan

Ulysses Swallowtail
Butterfly

Cairns Birdwing
Butterfly




Reconciliation Week

The artwork of Bree Buttenshaw, a proud Kikadoon woman and talented digital artist, celebrates
the resilience of Australia’s native flora, featureing Lemon Myrtle, Banksia, Gum Leaves, Desert
Lime and Kangaroo Paw, renowned for their ability to endure harsh conditions, regenerate after

fire, and flourish through adversity.

“Vibrant patterns symbolising journeys and tracks reflect resilience, connection, and progress,
serving as a reminder of our deep ties to Country and the paths paved by those before us. By
interweaving the regeneration stories of native plants with the campaign’s theme, the artwork
encapsulates perseverance, unity, and hope”

Central to Breee’s artistry is her unwavering commitment to community, culture and country.
Every creative endeavour she undertakes is guided by the principals of Aboriginal culture— taking
only what is necessary, leaving an abundance for others, and giving back whenever possible.

This strong message was echoed by Andrew Starkey the Kokatha Law man who took us out On
Country this week.

This week in art the students explored Bree’s art style and after our excursion on country are
making artworks that incorporate some of our outdoor program using found objects to make art
in sand, on bark, and rock.
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Do It For Dolly Day - A Day of Kindness and Community

On the first Friday in May, communities across Australia unite to honour the memory of Dolly

Everett through Do It For Dolly Day. This special day is dedicated to spreading kindness, raising
awareness about bullying, and supporting the vital work of Dolly’s Dream. Established in 2018
by Kate and Tick Everett, Dolly’s Dream was created in memory of their 14-year-old daughter,

Dolly, who tragically took her own life following sustained bullying and cyberbullying.

Dolly’s Dream aims to change the culture of bullying by addressing its impact and providing
education and support to young people and their families. Since its inception, the initiative has
reached over 70,000 children and young people through various programs, including the
Beacon Cyber Safety app, the Dolly’s Dream Support Line, and school workshops on online
safety and anti-bullying.

At Woomera Area School, we are proud to participate in Do It For Dolly Day, embracing the
theme of going blue—Dolly’s favourite colour—to show our support. Our students have been
actively engaged in promoting wellbeing and kindness, thanks to the dedicated efforts of Emily
Hubbert. Her work in involving the community in these celebrations has been invaluable.

Wellbeing, one of the areas of impact in our Public Education strategy, is a focus in our school
and aligns perfectly with the values of this day. We are committed to fostering a supportive and
nurturing environment for all our students.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our guests from Defence, SEG, WES, Ventia, Gibber Gabber,
and families for joining us and engaging with our students' presentations. A special thank you
to Ventia for providing delicious blue cupcakes for all the students.

Additionally, we express our special thanks to SQNLDR Baker-Moss, Arran from SEG, and Shaun
and Chrystal from Ventia for their support in encouraging their people to attend.

As we come together on this important day, let us remember the powerful message of Dolly’s
Dream: “speak, even if your voice shakes”. Together, we can create a kinder, more supportive
community for everyone.







