Phone: 86737287 Email:dl.o746_admin®@schools.sa.edu.a

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope this newsletter finds
you well. We have some
exciting updates and upcoming
events to share with you.

Reconciliation Week:

Reconciliation Week was
Saturday 27 May 2023, until
Saturday 3 June 2023 with the
theme ‘Be a voice for
generations’ joining the nation
in recognizing and celebrating
the rich culture, history, and
achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Students engaged in various
activities and discussions,
fostering understanding, and
promoting reconciliation. We
are proud of our students'
enthusiasm and commitment to
building a more inclusive and
harmonious community. You
will see more of their activities
later in this newsletter.

Teacher Training: Enhancing
Education for Our Students

Our dedicated teaching staff
continually strive to improve
their skills and provide the best
learning experience for our
students. Over the past few
weeks, our teachers attended a
series of professional
development workshops,
honing their expertise in
various educational techniques
and methodologies. We are
confident that these training
sessions will greatly benefit our
students and contribute to
their academic success.

Story Time on Tuesdays

We extend our gratitude to
Angela Thompson for bringing
the joy of storytelling to our
younger students. Every
Tuesday, Angela will be hosting
story time sessions for children
under the age of five. This
wonderful initiative promotes
literacy and ignites a love for
reading in our youngest
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26th June SACA
Cricket Clinic
7th July School Holidays
Early Closure
2pm
9th August School Photos
14th August Science Week
21st August Book Week
24th August Way Too Cool!
Live stream

Q. Can you name three
consecutive days without using
the words "Wednesday,"
"Friday," or "Sunday"?

A. Yesterday, today, and
tomorrow.




learners. This provides opportunities for the youngest
members of our community to come and join in our
school community and enjoy the wonders of books in
our community library. All parents with young children
are welcome to attend Tuesday at 11:30am.

Parent Information Sessions: Save the Date

In August, we have an exciting series of parent
information sessions lined up in Roxby Downs.
Renowned parenting expert Justin Coulson will be
joining us to share his valuable insights on parenting,
child development, and fostering positive relationships
with our children. These sessions promise to be
informative, empowering, and engaging for all
parents and guardians. More detailed information
will be provided soon, so keep an eye out for the
official announcement.

SACA
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Upcoming Event: Cricket Skills Training with SACA
We are thrilled to announce that next week, the
South Australian Cricket Association (SACA) will be
visiting our school to introduce the sport of cricket to
our students. They will conduct engaging sessions to
familiarize our students with the game's rules,
techniques, and teamwork. This exciting opportunity
will allow our students to practice their cricket skills
and discover new talents. We thank SACA for their
support and commitment to promoting sportsmanship
and physical activity among our students.

We hope you find these updates and upcoming
events as exciting as we do. If you have any questions
or require further information, please don't hesitate
to contact the school office.

Resources Developed by Parenting Expert
"Z\g Dr Justin Coulson, PhD
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My goal is for parents, teachers, and those
who work with children to see them for the
precious humans they are; to connect with
them in meaningful ways; and to guide those
children to become strong, caring, whole adults.

-4 phD in Psychology from the University of Wollongong
‘ Writer of 6 Parenting Books

|:| Co-host of Channel Nine’s Parental Guidance

E Host of the Number 1 Parenting Podcast in Australia

é Proud Father, with his wife Kylie, of 6 children

School
Photos

Wednesday
9th August




Good friends!

Our health unit has focused on friendships.

We have learnt about using effective communication, being aware that communication happens in
different ways (it isn’t just about the words we say, but includes tone of voice and body language),

learning to recognize how our friends are feeling and talking about what happens when we
experience conflicts with our friends.

Friendships are full of ups and downs, it is important to have strategies to manage conflict when it
arises. We have been developing strategies to help build resilience within our friendships.




Chefs-In-Trainin

Greetings, food enthusiasts and chefs-in-training! As
this term concludes, let's celebrate the delightful
culinary journey we've had. From pumpkin soup to
pigs in blankets, Nutella twists to pizza and bread,
we've had a blast exploring flavors.

Here are the highlights:

We started by diving into pumpkins from the school
garden, creating delicious pumpkin soup that
warmed our souls. Pizza-making brought out our
creativity, using fresh chives and capsicum from the
garden. Pigs in blankets became a favorite finger
food, wrapping succulent sausages in flaky pastry.
Our sweet tooth was satisfied with scrumptious
Nutella twists.

We extend our gratitude to the school garden,
providing fresh produce that elevated our dishes.
Our cooking sessions fostered teamwork, laughter,
and a love for homemade food.

Our garden is still flourishing and soon we will have
cauliflower, broccoli and cabbage to cook with as
well as our Jap pumpkins that are starting to be
harvested. We still enjoy the regular capsicum,
occasional tomato and recently an abundance of
snow peas that don’t even make it out of the garden
whole. Unfortunately the weather is now too cold
for cucumbers but they will be planted once again in
the spring.

Bon Appétit!
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Preschool
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We continue to adapt and add to our Kindy Room and in the last week have had *’W_m | |

a lot of new equipment to open. The building blocks have been a great hit and
they are providing homes for animals and towers to reach to the sky. Our new
science kit, complete with light box and magnifying glasses, mean we are
getting a really close up look at insects, talking about their legs, eyes and wings
and trying to include lots of detail in our drawings.

What do a flushing a toilet, tossing a coin and peeling a silly banana have in common? They are all games
that we play, with our school friends on a Tuesday afternoon where we are learning about rules, following
instructions and good sportsperson ship. This is helping to develop our impulse control and self-monitoring
skills with all of our class already beginning to understand what going out of bounds means.

We are getting really great at looking after each other and solving tricky

problems. George and Cooper have worked out a really different way to
' climb to the top of the climbing equipment. They are so encouraging of
1 each other. ‘You can do it. You’re very strong, like a dragon.’

Music and math’s can go hand in hand. And we have been exploring
counting the beat while singing and playing percussion instruments.

We have also been using all sorts of animals in our songs from cheeky
monkeys, stomping t-Rex’s, slippery otters and flapping pterodactyls to
count down from 5.

Wow what about our fabulous trip to the air force base to see the Hercules
aircraft. Climbing into the cockpit and sitting in the pilot’s chair and meeting
the crew. Since we came back to class we have been building and drawing
planes. Matilda is up to model number 3 and is trying to perfect the loading
bay doors and the wings. We also went to a great BBQ hosted by our local
squadron and the stickers they gave us were fabulous. Its great to be part of
2 our Woomera community.




Towards an Acknowledgement of Country

As we reflect on the recent Reconciliation Week at our school, we were reminded of the importance of
acknowledging and understanding the traditional owners of the land on which we learn. This year, we
embarked on a journey of discovery, seeking to deepen our knowledge and appreciation of Indigenous
culture and history. Our students engaged in meaningful discussions and activities that fostered a greater
understanding and respect for the First Nations people of Australia.

During our discussions, we realised that our existing knowledge about Indigenous cultures was limited.
Students questioned whether Indigenous people spoke a different language or if they were like campers
traveling around the country. These reflections highlighted the need for further education and exploration,
as we recognised the gaps in our understanding.

To provide a broader perspective, we delved into the wonderful book
"Finding Our Heart." This book introduced us to the profound history
of Indigenous Australians, emphasizing their deep connection to the
land, waterways, sky, and all aspects of their environment. We learned
about their resilience and the ongoing journey towards mutual
understanding and respect. The idea of finding our heart, both as
individuals and as a community, resonated strongly with us as we

embarked on our own journey of acknowledging the country we

inhabit.

We also explored the concept of a Welcome to Country and an Acknowledgement of Country. After a
video presentation of the book "Welcome to Country," we discussed that a Welcome to Country is akin to
inviting and thanking people for attending a birthday party. On the other hand, an Acknowledgement of
Country is comparable to writing a note of thanks to someone who invited us to their birthday party. These
discussions helped us grasp the significance of acknowledging and showing gratitude for the traditional
custodians of the land.

Using a map, we identified the caretakers of the land in our local area and
took the time to learn about the Kokatha people who live or work nearby. It
was an opportunity for us to connect with their culture and understand
their contributions to our community.



Additionally, we engaged in sensory
experiences outdoors, lying on the land and
contemplating the significance of Woomera to
TO KNOW ME the Kokatha people. We listened to the sounds,
observed our surroundings, breathed in the
scents, and acknowledged how it made us

IS TO BREATHE WITHME  [esesmemmsmmersy

Finally, we put our thoughts into action by
TO BREATHE W'TH ME \S collectively crafting our own Acknowledgement
of Country. This process allowed us to express
our respect, gratitude, and commitment to
recognising and honouring the traditional

TO LISTEN DEEPLY

custodians of the land on which our school
stands.

TOLISTENDEEPLY [S | St

valuable opportunity to learn, reflect, and

TO CONNE grow. It ignited a desire within us to continue
CT this journey of understanding and

reconciliation throughout the year. We are

DR MIRIAM-ROSE UNGUNMERR (AO) committed to embedding the principles of

X Dalv River] reconciliation within our curriculum and
rom iNauiyu (Laly Kiver)

fostering an inclusive and culturally aware
school community.

Thank you to all students, parents, and staff for
your active participation and support during
Reconciliation Week. Together, we can create a
more harmonious and equitable future.
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We Woomera Area School Community acknowledge the .
Kokatha people as the traditional caretakers of ?‘,‘
=

the land, (touch the ground)
the animals (make the kangaroo or emu sig.
the waterways (show the ripples)
and the skies (show the stars)
where we live, learn and play.

We promise to listen with our hearts (hold our heari
you and the land. (spread arms wide) s
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Range Visit

On Monday May 29" all the Woomera Area School students from preschool to year 3 enjoyed an
exceptional visit to RAAF Woomera Airport, where they had the opportunity to explore the magnificent
C130 Hercules aircraft. Guided by CPL Stewart King the students received a safety briefing before venturing
onto the tarmac to experience the aircraft up close.

Pilot FLT Sarah Hume and her crew captivated the young learners with their knowledge, as they engaged
them in discussions about the different areas of the aircraft and demonstrated how to wear the special
seat belts. The excitement soared when the students were invited into the cockpit, where they sat in the
pilot and co-pilot seats, gaining insights into the aircraft's instruments. Two lucky students even had the
chance to assist in programming the route home for the pilots.

The students were excited by the entire experience, gaining a wealth of knowledge and appreciation for
the aircraft and the crew.

To commemorate their visit, the students received thoughtful gifts from the crew, ensuring that the
memories of this extraordinary day will remain with them. The students and teachers express their
heartfelt gratitude to CPL Stewart King for organizing the event and extend special thanks to FLT Sarah
Hume and her crew for their informative explanations and patient guidance.

This visit also extended to other members of the local community, providing them with a rare opportunity
to witness the C130 Hercules aircraft up close. The event served as a reminder of the significance of
collaboration between educational institutions and the armed forces, fostering community engagement
and inspiring future generations.

The visit to RAAF Woomera Airport left an indelible mark on our students. It increased their understanding
of the C130 Hercules and also ignited their imaginations, encouraging them to dream big.

The students' journey to RAAF Woomera Airport was an unforgettable adventure.
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